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Ministering with Integrity: no other way  

 

two modules 
1. Familiarisation with ISC 
principles in the light of Catholic 
Social Teaching. 

2. Protecting the vulnerable; 
creating safe work relationships 
and environments.  

Morisset Parish 

1. Fri 9 Feb, 9.30am-12.30pm 

2. Fri 13 Apr, 10am-1pm 

Charlestown Parish 

1. Fri 4 May, 10 am-1pm 

2. Fri 29 Jun,10am-1pm 

Taree Parish  

1. Tues 31 Jul, 11am-2pm 

2. Tues 18 Sep, 11am-2pm  

East Maitland, Therry Centre 

1. Wed 17 Oct, 10am-1pm 

2. Wed 14 Nov, 10am-1pm  

Bookings & enquires to Sharon 
at the Adult Faith Formation 
Office. 

At the heart of everything there is always Jesus Christ Lent 2018 | No.5 

The Final Report of the recently-concluded 5-year Royal Commission into 

Institutional responses to Child Sexual Abuse invites the church at all levels to a 

change of heart.  

Most of us are still reeling at its findings, knowing that, as Archbishop Mark 

Coleridge stated: it is no longer ‘business as usual’. One such response is the 

new body addressing the Commission’s recommendations: Catholic Professional 

Standards Ltd.   

From now on everything needs to be structured to ensure that the most 

vulnerable are our top priority. This draws us squarely into the heart of the gospel 

and our social justice tradition, in which it is repeatedly declared that our 

‘preferential option’ is for the poor and most vulnerable. Jesus showed us with 

utter clarity (and Pope Francis is echoing) that these are the ones blessed of God.  

For some years the diocese, in various ways, has been breaking open for parish 

groups and all church workers (including volunteers) the 2011 document 

prepared by the National Committee for Professional Standards: Integrity in the 

Service of the Church, which explores the expectations of all of us who serve the 

church. Its 5 principles invite us to be true servants, grounded in the gospel, 

embodying its spirit. 

Ongoing reflection upon Integrity in the Service of the Church is a means by 

which we continue to ensure that abuse will never happen again and everyone in 

our communities will feel safe and welcome. 

All who have not completed the course: Christian Ministry - Integrity in the Service 

of the Church are invited to participate in the series of 3-hour regional seminars 

being held across 2018.  

Parishes are welcome to request seminars in their local area. 

Integrity in the Service of 

the Church Course 2018 

Adult Faith Formation Office 

Sharon Murphy 

Administration 

Sharon.Murphy@mn.catholic.org.au 

P 02 4979 1134 

Vivien Williams  

Diocesan Coordinator 

Vivien.Williams@mn.catholic.org.au 

P 02 4979 1147 

 

Photo: Sallie Scoggin and Ray Moos will open up the practicalities of the integrity principles at seminars.  
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The Spirituality of Ageing  

 

It’s not too late to take advantage of the wisdom of  

Rev Prof Dr Elizabeth MacKinlay who is facilitating three 

seminars across the diocese from 20-22 February.  

Of interest to all of us, those with family and friends who 

are ageing, and those engaged in healthcare or pastoral 

ministry. 

Calvary Mater: Tues 20 Feb, 9am-4pm.  $60.  

For pastoral care and healthcare professionals.  

Register with April.MacNeill@calvarymater.org.au 

Calvary Muswellbrook: Wed 21 Feb, 1-4pm. $25 

(negotiable). All welcome. Register with 

sharon.murphy@mn.catholic.org.au  

Forster Parish Hall: Thurs 22 Feb, 6-9pm. $25 

(negotiable). All welcome. Register with 

sharon.murphy@mn.catholic.org.au  

The Spirituality of the Child   

 

As the church continues to explore how best to be a 

safe, welcoming community for all children, we have 

the opportunity to consider this relatively new, growing 

and significant area of research.  

Dr James McEvoy, who spoke with us in 2017 about 

being people who engage in dialogue with the world, is 

also depthing his research in the field of childhood 

spirituality. 

How often do we say to children, ’What will you be when 

you grow up’ or dismiss them for being only children? We 

can tend to diminish a particular phase of a child’s life, 

expecting less of them because of their age/stage. The 

invitation is to be present to the child or person they are 

NOW, rather than someone who is on the way to being 

something else more ‘mature’.  

So this could be an enlivening time for us to see the child 

through real lens: the way God sees them, with integrity 

in the present – not because of what they may become. 

Ideally this may guide us into a new perspective, not only 

on how we see children, but on how we actually see 

ourselves and others!  

In this post Royal Commission year this is another timely 

learning event. 

‘Seeing our Children through God’s Eyes’   

A seminar for parents, catechists, grandparents, 

sacramental teams, faith communities, encouraging us to 

explore new understandings in this area and consider 

their implications for parish and family living. 

Date:  Monday 23 July 2018 

Venue: Corcoran Centre, Morpeth  

Time:  9.30am-3pm 

Cost:  Gold coin donation 

Hospitality: Please bring a plate to share for 

morning tea/lunch 

Register: E sharon.murphy@mn.catholic.org.au 

or P 4979 1134  

Competition 
Win 2 movie tickets to your local cinema! 

Let us know of one valuable adult learning idea that 

your parish/diocese is now implementing – or an idea 

that you would like them to implement.  

Ideas will be published in the Eastertide edition of 

Newsletter.  

Submit entries by 15 March  to  P 4979 1111 

E  brooke.robinson@mn.catholic.org.au  

 

A review of Rev Prof Dr Elizabeth MacKinlay’s book  

‘The Spiritual Dimension of Ageing 2nd Ediition’ 

‘SPIRITUAL AWARENESS SHARPENS AS WE AGE. THE LIVELY 

NARRATIVES OF THIS RESEARCH REMIND US THAT OLDER PEOPLE 

ARE RESOURCES IN THEMSELVES, INVITING US TO CONNECT ON 

A DEEPER LEVEL. BY IMMERSING OURSELVES IN THE UNIVERSAL 

NATURE OF HUMAN SPIRITUALITY WE CAN CREATE 

CONNECTIONS AND DISCOVER THE CORE OF CARING.’ 

Associate Professor Rosalie Hudson, Charles Sturt University 

mailto:April.MacNeill@calvarymater.org.au
mailto:sharon.murphy@mn.catholic.org.au
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Newsletter 

 
Tom Elich, editor of Brisbane’s LiturgyNews, wisely noted 

a few years ago that Lent was the time to declutter, not 

overload one’s spiritual life, inviting us to ‘stop business 

as usual’ [a challenge already stated on Page 1]. 

An idea that works: 

A weekly or occasional Parish Retreat Session 

(ideally ecumenical) which could be based on one of the 

available programs.   

(perhaps both a daytime and an evening session).  

Suggested Retreat Format 

 Select a small coordinating team. 

 Choose one of the current Lenten resources at 

https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-

mission/catholic-life/liturgy/liturgical-year/. The 

Brisbane format is ideal. 

 Adapt into a 90-minute session (use PowerPoint to 

minimise paper). 

 Ensure a reflective welcoming space, dimly-lit as 

people enter quietly. 

 Arrange chairs in small circles. 

 Use the suggested gathering song and opening 

prayer. 

 Focus on the weekly gospel (narrated on CD or 

proclaimed/dramatised)  

 5 minutes of silence, with focusing image on screen. 

 Prepare 1 - 2 questions for people to discuss in their 

circles (10 -15 mins). 

 A person from the community could present a brief 

talk (5 -10 minute) on something that connects with 

the gospel (eg. their work/ministry/something they 

do to serve the community/ a particular challenge or 

struggle they have faced). Local people sharing 

their stories is a great community-builder. 

 

 

 

 
 Prepare 1 responsive question for people to discuss 

(10 mins). 

 Concluding ritual and prayer (as suggested in the 

booklet). There may be an action. 

 Reminder to return the following week.  Any notices 

that may be required.  

 Simple Lenten supper for about 15 mins. 

Communal parish growth across these weeks can be 

quite tangible and ideal for the Time of Purification for 

RCIA candidates. The whole parish then journeys 

together towards the Easter Vigil.   

or 
The Gospel of Mark film  

with a rice meal (Project Compassion donation).  

DVD available at Adult Faith Formation Office or from 

Koorong, in-store or www.koorong.com/.  

or 
A reading of the Gospel of Mark (to 16:8)  

with rice meal. Different parish groups could take a section. 

Exciting date claimers 
Mon 21 May 25th Anniversary TWEC Dinner. 6pm, Therry Ctr, 

East Maitland 

Tue 7 Aug Dr Richard Lennan (priest of our diocese),  
5-8pm, Hamilton 

Sat 11 Aug Dr Richard Gaillardetz ,9.30am-1pm, Hamilton 

Mon 13 Aug Dr Richard Gaillardetz, Open Lecture, 5-8pm, 
Manning Region  

Tues 14 Aug Dr Richard Gaillardetz, Open Lecture, 5-8pm, 
Upper Hunter  

Drs Richard Lennan and Richard Gaillardetz, both from Boston 
College, will return to the diocese in 2018, resourcing us to 
continue exploring our role in the Church. Topics to be confirmed. 

Decluttering Lent: a journey from thirst … to enlightenment … to life 

https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/liturgy/liturgical-year/
https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/liturgy/liturgical-year/
http://www.koorong.com/
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 Ongoing Learning 

Adult Faith Learning is an ongoing dimension of what it means to live as a Christian.  

While some aspects of our faith are unchanging, newer insights are always being explored and developed, so it can be 

exciting, if not imperative, to be on board. This newsletter tries to alert to some current areas of change in spirituality or 

theology – with a range of seminars being offered to address them. 

Learning Opportunities Abound 

 Many across the diocese have completed the Christian Formation Course, offered for many years by the Tenison 

Woods Education Centre. 

- In 2018 the course will be facilitated at Hamilton from February to November; Thursdays 6-9pm 

- Valuable learning for personal formation and ministry engagement 

- 8 x 4-week units. Certificate of Completion awarded 

- Each unit will be advertised individually – open to those who prefer not to do the whole course, eg: 

o Intro to Old Testament – May 3, 10, 17, 24 

o Intro to New Testament – Jun 7, 14, 21, 28 

- Parishes may wish to host a particular unit, for wider access 

 Degree or Certificate Courses (eg. BBI www.bbi.catholic.edu.au)  

- Online, non-accreditation courses available at a very reasonable cost.  

- Check the BBI website for Short Courses. Adult Faith Online.    

 Boston College (where our local theologian, Fr Richard Lennan is in residence), has an array of free or reasonably-

priced quality courses, seminars etc. http://www.bc.edu/schools/stm.html. See Continuing Education & Crossroads.  

 Previous BBI eConferences, all on DVD, are an invaluable resource. Copies available through Adult Faith 

Formation Office.  

 FutureChurch website has well-resourced articles/ webinars on the role of women, the role of Mary and 

contemporary Church issues. https://www.futurechurch.org/ 

 Evangelii Gaudium, Pope Francis’ important Encyclical inviting us into mission will be resourced in local workshops 

through the year. Further Information forthcoming. 

 Choose a book for parish discussion (eg. Everyone Leads. How to Revitalise the Catholic Church,  

Chris Lowney. Rowman & Littlefield. US: 2017) 
‘Chris Lowney’s message is simple but searing. Each of us, as Catholics, must lead. There can be no backbenchers. Everyone 

is in the front pew. To evangelize. To advance an irresistible culture of good. This requires creative, devoted, Christ-like 

commitment from each of us. We provide the bodies. Lowney has provided the blueprint.’ (James Martin,sj). 

Contact the Adult Faith Formation Office for information about any advertised course 

or event, or if you wish your parish to engage in planning its adult faith learning process. 

  

 

Photo: Elaine Wallace (front row at right) coordinates an enthusiastic weekly adult faith group in MacKillop Parish. 
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