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Music Repertoire and Copyright within Liturgy
Introduction
At its most foundational level, copyright and appropriate acknowledgement of work that is not our
own is about justice. When we are celebrating liturgy and prayer, it is important that we act justly
in all that is associated with our celebrations.
All liturgy and prayer are subject to copyright. Copying anything, in any format, without the
appropriate permissions and licence is illegal. In addition to the legal requirement, there is also a
moral imperative to acknowledge the work of all people who contribute to the liturgy in any way,
such as through art, music and the crafting of words.
This Practice Note seeks to provide assistance to parishes, schools and other groups to review their
liturgical music repertoire and adhere to copyright legislation. The overall aim is to support parishes,
schools and any one whose ministry includes the preparation of prayer and/or liturgy, in providing
good quality music and in acting justly in terms of copyright.
The licensing arrangements for our diocese have changed again in 2017 with the move from
LicenSing Online to One License. This is a positive development providing us with a new range of
resources.
This Practice Note and the resources on the diocesan website aim to save individuals, parishes and
schools from doing all the research themselves. Please adhere to the following advice and direct
any questions to Sharon Murphy. P; 4979 1134 E: sharon.murphy@mn.catholic.org.au

Reviewing your music repertoire: a suggested process
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1. Identify the community’s existing core repertoire – this is the liturgical music used across the
liturgical year.
Having identified your core repertoire you might:
1.1. Identify and eliminate hymns that may no longer be appropriate for liturgical use in your
community
1.2. Identify hymns not covered by One License or other licences you may have.
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From time to time, it is good practice to review and update the parish or school repertoire, and
identify the best way to provide words for the Assembly and music for musicians. A table is provided
to help you record the information in Steps 1 to 3 below. This table is in MS Word format but could
be replicated in a spreadsheet quite easily.

1.3. Identify new hymns you would like to introduce to the community over time.
2. Identify which Mass Settings your community knows.
2.1.You may have one Mass Setting that is used most of the time e.g. the Mass of St. Francis by
Paul Taylor.
2.2.Identify one or more additional Mass Settings that you would like to learn. These might be
used for different Liturgical Seasons such as Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter and other
significant occasions.
3. Identify the hymns/music you use for the different seasons of the Liturgical Year.
Then:
3.1. Identify and eliminate what may no longer be appropriate for liturgical use in your
community
3.2. Identify hymns not covered by One License or other licences you may have
3.3. Identify any new hymns/music you would like to introduce to the community over time.

Considerations when selecting liturgical music
When assessing the appropriateness of sacred music for the liturgy, the main considerations
would include:
i.

the piece is liturgically appropriate: it expresses the meaning of the rite it accompanies and
so helps the community understand what is happening ritually;
ii. the piece is theologically appropriate: it expresses the faith of the Church as appropriate to
the liturgical context;
iii. the piece is musically worthy;
iv. the piece is pastorally appropriate: it enables the full, conscious and active participation of
the community and creates the appropriate ‘feel’ for the part of the liturgy it accompanies.
Please note, essentially, points i – iv above indicate that we need to ‘sing Catholic’, especially at
Mass, Sacraments of Initiation, and other key liturgical celebrations that express and shape our
Catholic faith.

Music copyright in liturgy
1. If you use hymnals for the Assembly and are not printing words for hymns, either in booklets or
on PowerPoint, you do not have to worry about music copyright because you are not copying
anything.
2. If not using hymnals, when choosing music for a liturgy:
i) Check that you own an original published edition of the work. You must have an original
from which you copy.
ii) Check that the work is covered by your Licence Provider.
There are often several versions of the one hymn or piece of music. Care needs to be taken
when checking that the hymn you want to use is covered by your licence provider, that the
version you have is covered. Do not include any music in your liturgy or prayer that does not
meet both these criteria.

Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle 841 Hunter Street, Newcastle West 2302 I PO BOX 756 Newcastle NSW 2300
Phone 02 4979 1111 Fax 02 4979 1119 ABN 91 605 046 457 Visit us online www.mn.catholic.org.au

2

3. Original copies of music are required for all musicians, including singers (if they need music
beyond the melody line). If you do not have sufficient original copies you need to purchase
extra copies or choose another piece of music.
4. Music not covered by One License:
4.1. The vast majority of Hillsong and other Christian music. Most of it is not appropriate for use in
Catholic Liturgy. This type of music is covered mainly by CCLI;

4.2. Secular music, including songs such as the theme song for World Youth Day 2008, 'Receive
the Power' by Guy Sebastian and Gary Pinto;
To use music not covered by your licence provider you must purchase a ‘one off licence’ from
the person/company who owns the copyright. When purchasing such a licence you will be
told how to acknowledge the work in your booklet/PowerPoint.
5. It might be more efficient and economical for communities to purchase single copies of sheet
music, instead of the more traditional volumes or compendiums of music. Parish and school
communities who choose this option can create folders of original music for musicians for a
given liturgy.
6. Use of electronic music and CDs
6.1 It is legal to play original CDs and purchased electronic music files (iTunes/MP3) in liturgy.
Note they must be originals. For electronic files, this means you must use the original file
on the device on which it was downloaded when purchased. We recommend that receipts
be kept handy for music bought electronically, so they can be produced if required.
6.2 No licence is required to format ‘playlists’ for a liturgy on the device on which the music
is purchased. This is not considered copying. We therefore strongly recommend that
parishes with a need to format playlists for liturgy purchase an iPod/iPad or similar device,
or use the parish laptop already used with the data projector, to download all parish music.
Playlists can be legally formatted on this device and played during the liturgy as there is no
copying involved.
6.3 Legally, two things are required to format playlists when you are burning CDs or copying
electronic music files from one device to another.
i) A Casual Blanket Licence (refer to item 6.3.1 below)
ii) Permission from the copyright owner of the sound recording, usually a record label.
APRA AMCOS acknowledges that it is impractical to receive such permission within the time
constraints of weekly liturgy preparation. Therefore, as a result of negotiations between
APRA AMCOS and our Diocesan Liturgy Council, our parishes do NOT need to seek
permission to copy a music sound recording. Purchase of a Casual Blanket Licence, however,
is still required before copying CD tracks or electronic music files.
NB: The provision of not needing to seek record label permission has been granted by
APRA AMCOS on their understanding of our particular pastoral need. The issues are
complex and sit outside standard copyright provisions. We request, therefore, that the
above advice be taken in good faith. Efforts, by individuals outside the Diocesan Liturgy
Council, to confirm this provision with APRA AMCOS or other agencies may result in
confusion.
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6.3.1

A ‘casual blanket licence’ must be purchased from APRA/AMCOS. This allows
music to be copied from various devices to make a ‘playlist’. The minimum licence
fee is $68.75 (as at June 2015) and allows for 250 reproductions. Licences are
available by emailing APRA at mechlic@apra.com.au or online. The licence can be
taken out for either 6 months or 12 months. Once copied, there is no time limit
on the use of the tracks.
6.4 In a funeral liturgy ONLY, copying CDs and electronic music to form playlists is covered by
the Funeral Director’s licence. Please refer to additional comments in the next section
dealing with funerals.
7. When playing CDs, MP3 or iTune files in a prayer or liturgy the following acknowledgement
must be made, for example:
Blest are They, As One Voice I CD 3. Complimentary Licence granted by PPCA within a Service
of Worship.
This acknowledgement is required because we are given an exemption that allows us to play
recorded music in liturgy. The exemption requires that this acknowledgement be made.
8. It is illegal to embed music files into PowerPoint presentations without a ‘synchronisation
licence’. Advice suggests that there is no blanket synchronisation licence and that a separate
licence would be required for each embedded work. Negotiating such a licence appears to be
quite complex. We therefore advise parishes and schools not to embed music into any
PowerPoint/DVD presentations.
9. It is legal to play a CD/MP3/iTunes file to accompany a PowerPoint in a liturgical setting.
When doing this the acknowledgement described in point 7 above must be made.
10. There are both liturgical and copyright issues relating to the use of the many YouTube versions
of hymns in liturgy. These are considered videos and therefore require the appropriate video
licence. There is a CCLI video licence, but it covers commercial video publishers, not YouTube.
We are unsure about the processes required to obtain permission or a licence for such usage.
We therefore recommend that YouTube clips NOT be used in liturgy.
11. The following points highlight where there still seems to be some confusion. When preparing a
liturgy, please check that:
11.1.The hymn you wish to use is covered by One License or any other licence provider the
parish or school has purchased.
11.2.Copyright acknowledgements appear at the end of each hymn as demonstrated in the
template on the website. The samples show the information that needs to be included
in an acknowledgement. The copyright acknowledgement does NOT include the source
of the hymn e.g. ‘As One Voice 1’.
11.3.The copyright information is taken from the original copy that you own.
11.4.The name of the composer appears at the top of the hymn with the title.
11.5.ALL musicians - instrumentalists and choir members – are using original copies of music.
Many parish musicians are still using photocopied music.
12. The Diocese has been granted free-of-charge permission from Bloomsbury Publishing Plc, to
reproduce lyrics of the hymn, Hail Redeemer King Divine by Patrick Brennan CSsR providing
an original copy is owned. This permission, is granted upon the following conditions:
 reproduction of lyrics only
 to overhead projector or church bulletin
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non-commercial use
properly credited

Appropriate acknowledgement of this hymn, for diocesan use, is:
Text: Patrick Brennan CSsR 1877–1952, © Bloomsbury Continuum, Bloomsbury Publishing
Plc. All rights reserved. Reproduced by permission within the Catholic Diocese of
Maitland-Newcastle, Australia.

Other copyrighted works used in liturgy
1. Regarding images used in liturgy:
1.1. Images are not to be used in powerpoint slides in the liturgy. This does not include the
first slide of a PowerPoint which may have a picture of the parish Church/community and
appear on the screen as the community gathers before the liturgy begins.
1.2. It is illegal to use images for which you have not purchased, do not hold copyright for, or
have not received permission to use from the owner.
1.3. You cannot assume that images found on Google images or other similar sites are copyright
free. Most are not and should not be used in People’s Booklets. It is possible to search for
‘free images’ though advice suggests that such searching is not reliable in identifying what
is in fact copyright free. If you include images found in such a search they still require
acknowledgement.
1.4. It is not sufficient to acknowledge an artist or the source of an image. It is important to
check that a general permission has been given for its use, OR appropriate permission is
obtained.
1.5. Examples of the legal/authorised use of images include 1.5.1. Dorothy Woodward rsj has given permission for her artwork to be used in the
Diocese. However, her artwork is to be acknowledged noting that it is ‘Used with
permission in the Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle.’
1.5.2. If you have purchased LabOra Worship, a licence for LiturgyHelp or some other
resources package, implicit in the payment is permission to use the images they
supply. It is both advisable and respectful to acknowledge the source of these
images in the booklet/PowerPoint, again citing ‘All rights reserved. Used with
permission.’
1.5.3. If using photographs taken by a member of the parish or the diocese, an appropriate
acknowledgement is required. This may be ‘All rights reserved.’ and/or ‘Used with
permission.’
Acknowledging the work of artists, whose gifts enhance our liturgy, is not only fair but allows
us to share our resources and good ideas. By indicating where they come from, others can use
them legally and acknowledge them appropriately.
2. Liturgical texts and the scripture are also under copyright. Copying of texts, either into a
bulletin, booklet, Master copy or PowerPoint, is permitted for the purpose of prayer and
worship. This permission comes with the obligation to make the required acknowledgement.
(See samples in this document)
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3. Texts from other sources or locally composed are also to be properly acknowledged. It is
important to check that permission to copy is also sought where that is required. See the sample
acknowledgements at the end of this document for guidance in how to make such
acknowledgements.
3.1. St. Paul’s Publications has granted parishes and schools in the Diocese of MaitlandNewcastle permission to reproduce texts from Celebrating With Children Vol 1 & 2, as ‘once
only’ reproductions for lessons and liturgical celebrations without seeking permission. An
appropriate version of the following acknowledgement is required.
The prayers for the proper and the dismissal from Celebrating with Children Volume 1
Resources, pages 147 (Collect and Prayer Over the Gifts) & 259 © 2012 St Paul’s
Publications – Society of St Paul. All rights reserved. Used with permission in the Diocese of
Maitland-Newcastle. ‘Once only’ use. [The detail regarding page numbers etc is helpful in a
Master Copy.]

Copyright considerations regarding funerals
The points made in the previous section apply to worship within parish, school and other Catholic
communities. Different copyright arrangements apply to Funeral Directors. Just as the parish has
certain copyright exemptions for worship, Funeral Directors have special licences that enable them
to copy and do some things parishes are not permitted to copy or do. Parishes and Funeral
Directors are therefore in a position to work together to provide the best pastoral outcomes for
families celebrating Funeral Liturgies in our churches.
The following information needs to be checked with Funeral Directors and their licences may change
with time.
All Funeral Directors have a:
 Copyright Agency Limited (CAL) licence that provides cover for the copying of literary works
such as poems in an Order of Service Booklet. (See acknowledgement suggestion below)


APRA/AMCOS/ARIA/PPCA Basic Licence which allows for making
o compilation audio recordings (playlists) to be played at a funeral service
o video and audio recordings of funeral services at which music is played, AND the
reproduction and distribution of up to 50 copies to family members
We have been assured by APRA AMCOS that the Funeral Director’s Basic Licence does cover
the parish, as we indicated previously. When the funeral is held in the church, the parish may
format playlists and this is covered by the Funeral Director’s licence.



AMCOS/APRA/ARIA/PPCA Copying Licence which allows music to be included in PowerPoints or
similar compilations of photos on CD/DVD, AND the reproduction of up to 50 copies for family
members. All recordings must be acknowledged ‘AMCOS and ARIA licensed copy’.

Funeral Directors also have the option to take out two additional copyright licences:
 A Lyrics Package which allows for the copying of song lyrics and hymn lyrics on PowerPoint or
in Booklets, up to 500 copies. All reproductions are to be acknowledged ‘AMCOS Licensed Copy’
 A Streaming Package which allows for ‘webcasting’ of funeral services at which songs are
played.

Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle 841 Hunter Street, Newcastle West 2302 I PO BOX 756 Newcastle NSW 2300
Phone 02 4979 1111 Fax 02 4979 1119 ABN 91 605 046 457 Visit us online www.mn.catholic.org.au

6

Acknowledgment suggestions if parishes prepare and produce Funeral Booklets or PowerPoints:
i) For literary works covered by the Funeral Director’s CAL licence, ‘Literary works used with
permission, XXXX Funerals CAL Licence’.
ii) For song lyrics, firstly ensure the Funeral Director has this ‘opt in’ licence. If so, please
acknowledge the lyrics as specified above.

Sample Acknowledgements
The following samples demonstrate copyright acknowledgements that may be needed in Master or
People’s Booklet copies. These are additional to music copyright acknowledgements that are made
at the end of each hymn. The following acknowledgements should appear either at the end or
inside page of copies, or as required on each appropriate PowerPoint slide. Please note you only
acknowledge what you have copied. Therefore, not all the acknowledgements made in a Master
Copy will appear in a People’s Booklet or PowerPoint.

For a typical Mass
This sample covers acknowledgements that may be needed for a ‘normal’ parish Mass. The scripture
acknowledgement will vary depending on the translation used. See the Wollongong Diocese
Guidelines on our diocesan website for details about scripture acknowledgements for other
translations. Note the similarity of the last three acknowledgements in the table below. If you are
copying more than one of these items, they could be included in the one acknowledgement.
Text Excerpts from the English translation of The Roman Missal © 2010, International Commission on
English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.
The Scripture quotations contained herein are from The Jerusalem Bible © 1966 by Darton, Longman &
Todd Ltd and Doubleday and Company Ltd, and used with permission of the publishers.
The Grail (Psalms and canticles from the lectionary and liturgy of the hours): Psalm texts from The Psalms:
A New Translation © 1963 The Grail (England), published by HarperCollins, and used by permission of the
publishers.
The English translation of the Psalm response from The Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997
International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.
The English translation of the Alleluia and Gospel verse from The Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997
International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.
The English translation of the Lenten Acclamation from The Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997
International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Additional parts
This sample is from the Catholic Schools Office 2015 Called to Serve Mass. Note the
acknowledgement of 

an original composition based on an existing statement owned by the diocese





an adaption of an official text
artwork
photograph
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Staff Commitment: Adapted from ‘Vision and Values of Catholic Schools’. Catholic Schools Office website.
All rights reserved.
Blessing Prayer adapted from the English translation of the Book of Blessings © 1987, approved for use in
Australia and New Zealand by the International Commission on English in the Liturgy. All rights reserved.
Artwork: Dorothy Woodward. All rights reserved. Used with permission within the Diocese of MaitlandNewcastle.
Front cover photograph: Diocesan owned. All rights reserved.

For The Order of Confirmation within Mass
Text Excerpts from the English translation of The Roman Missal © 2010, International Commission on
English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.
Excerpts from the English translation of the Order of Confirmation, Second Edition © 2013. International
Committee on English in the Liturgy (ICEL). All rights reserved. Latin Typical edition, 1971.
The Scripture quotations contained herein are from The Jerusalem Bible © 1966 by Darton, Longman &
Todd Ltd and Doubleday and Company Ltd, and used with permission of the publishers.
The English translation of the Psalm Response, Alleluia and Gospel verse from The Lectionary for Mass ©
1969, 1981, 1997 International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

For The order of Confirmation Without Mass
Note the inclusion in this sample of an originally composed text.
Text Excerpts from the English translation of The Roman Missal © 2010, International Commission on
English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.
Opening Prayer: © Inner City Sacramental Program Team. All rights reserved.
Excerpts from the English translation of the Order of Confirmation, Second Edition © 2013. International
Committee on English in the Liturgy (ICEL). All rights reserved. Latin Typical edition, 1971.
The Scripture quotations contained herein are from The New American Bible © 2002 by Darton, Longman
& Todd Ltd and Doubleday and Company Ltd, and used with permission of the publishers.

Procession of Symbols and Renewal of Baptismal promises: Local composition © Diocese of
Maitland-Newcastle. All rights reserved. Used with permission within the Diocese of MaitlandNewcastle.
Images sourced from www.pixabay.com and www.findfreegraphics.com. All rights reserved. Used with
permission.

For a Funeral Mass
Excerpts from the English translation of the Order of Christian Funerals ©1989, 1985, International
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.
Text excerpts from the English translation of The Roman Missal © 2010, International Commission on
English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.
The Scripture quotations contained herein are from The New Jerusalem Bible © 1985 by Darton, Longman
& Todd Ltd and Doubleday and Company Inc, and used with permission of the publishers.
The Grail (Psalms and canticles from the lectionary and liturgy of the hours): Psalm texts from The Psalms:
A New Translation © 1963 The Grail (England), published by HarperCollins, and used by permission of the
publishers.
The English translation of the Lenten Acclamation and Gospel verse from The Lectionary for Mass © 1969,
1981, 1997 International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.
Photos: Owned by the Smith family. All rights reserved.
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For a Sunday Celebration of the Word (with Communion)
Text Excerpts from the English translation of The Roman Missal © 2010, International Commission on
English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.
Text Excerpts from Sunday Celebration of the Word and Hours Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops,
Ottawa, © 1995, Concacan Inc. All rights reserved.
The Scripture quotations contained herein are from The Jerusalem Bible © 1966 by Darton, Longman &
Todd Ltd and Doubleday and Company Ltd, and used with permission of the publishers.
The Grail (Psalms and canticles from the lectionary and liturgy of the hours): Psalm texts from The Psalms:
A New Translation © 1963 The Grail (England), published by HarperCollins, and used by permission of the
publishers.
The English translation of the Alleluia and Gospel verse from The Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997
International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.
Cover Image: Dorothy Woodward rsj. Used with permission in the Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle.

Some resources
The following documents provide excellent information for music ministers:
Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy particularly CH VI ‘Sacred Music’. 1963.
http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vatii_const_19631204_sacrosanctum-concilium_en.html
Sacred Music 1967. (MS) Sacred Congregation of Rites.
http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vatii_instr_19670305_musicam-sacram_en.html
Liturgical Music Today. (LMT) US Church. 1982
http://home.catholicweb.com/npmdayton/files/LITURGICALMUSICTODAY.pdf
Sing to the Lord: Music in Divine Worship. Issued by USCCB, November 14, 2007
http://www.yakimadiocese.org/pdf/SingToTheLord.pdf
The Australian Copyright Council provides a free advice service http://www.copyright.org.au/

Conclusion
It is the hope of the Diocesan Liturgy Council that the information and process outlined in this
document provide guidance to parish and school communities as they continue to develop their
liturgical music repertoire. Our understanding of copyright as it relates to the liturgy continues to
develop, so please regularly check the Copyright page of the liturgy section of the diocesan website.
If you require further assistance, please contact us.
Louise Gannon rsj
Diocesan Co-ordinator of Liturgy

on behalf of the Diocesan Liturgy Council. June, 2017
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